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Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

1 Among several factors for    
India’s potential growth,   
savings rate is the most     
effective one. Do you agree?     
What are the other factors     
available for growth potential?    
(Answer in 150 words) 

 Indian Economy 
and issues relating 

to planning, 
mobilization of 

resources, growth, 
development and 

employment. 

  

2 Account for the failure of     
manufacturing sector in   
achieving the goal of    
labour-intensive exports rather   
than capital-intensive exports.   
Suggest measures for more    
labour-intensive rather than   
capital-intensive exports. 

 Indian Economy 
and issues relating 

to planning, 
mobilization of 

resources, growth, 
development and 

employment. 

Economic Survey 2016-17: 
Chapter-8: “Industry and 
Infrastructure” 

 



 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

3 Examine the developments of    
Airports in India through Joint     
Ventures under Public-Private   
Partnership(PPP) model. What   
are the challenges faced by     
the authorities in this regard. 

Infrastructure: 
Airports 

Economic Survey 2016-17: 

 

 

4 Explain various types of    
revolutions, took place in    
Agriculture after Independence   
in India. How these revolutions     
have helped in poverty    
alleviation and food security in     
India? 

 Issues related to 
direct and indirect 

farm subsidies and 
minimum support 

prices; Public 
Distribution System- 

objectives, 
functioning, 
limitations, 

revamping; issues of 
buffer stocks and 

food security; 
Technology 

missions; economics 
of animal-rearing. 

 

Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gre
en_Revolution_in_India 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion
/interview/why-cant-the-governm
ent-provide-a-higher-income-for-
farmers/article19498056.ece 
 
 

50 years since the beginning of Green 
revolution phase-1 (1967-68) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Revolution_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Revolution_in_India
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/why-cant-the-government-provide-a-higher-income-for-farmers/article19498056.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/why-cant-the-government-provide-a-higher-income-for-farmers/article19498056.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/why-cant-the-government-provide-a-higher-income-for-farmers/article19498056.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/why-cant-the-government-provide-a-higher-income-for-farmers/article19498056.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

5 What are the reasons for poor      
acceptance of cost effective    
small processing unit? How    
the food processing unit will be      
helpful to uplift the    
socio-economic status of poor    
farmers? 

Food processing 
and related 

industries in India 

 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/ci
ties/Hyderabad/food-processing-
is-the-answer-to-agrarian-woes-
union-minister/article19372629.e
ce 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/ci
ties/Hyderabad/food-processing-
a-neglected-area-in-india/article1
9908006.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion
/op-ed/from-farmer-to-businessm
an/article7562229.ece 
 

Huge private investments in Food 
Processing unit  nearly upto  ₹65,000 
crores  
 

6 Stem cell therapy is gaining     
popularity in India to treat a      
wide variety of medical    
conditions including leukaemia,   
Thallessemia, damaged sornea   
and several burns. Describe    
briefly what stem cell therapy is      
and what advantages it has     
over other treatments? 

Science & 
Technology - 
Biotechnology 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/n
ational/india-japan-sign-pact-on-
stem-cell-research/article196781
99.ece 
 
 

India - Japan Signed pact on stem 
cell research on sptember 2017  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-is-the-answer-to-agrarian-woes-union-minister/article19372629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-is-the-answer-to-agrarian-woes-union-minister/article19372629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-is-the-answer-to-agrarian-woes-union-minister/article19372629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-is-the-answer-to-agrarian-woes-union-minister/article19372629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-is-the-answer-to-agrarian-woes-union-minister/article19372629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-a-neglected-area-in-india/article19908006.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-a-neglected-area-in-india/article19908006.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-a-neglected-area-in-india/article19908006.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/food-processing-a-neglected-area-in-india/article19908006.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-japan-sign-pact-on-stem-cell-research/article19678199.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-japan-sign-pact-on-stem-cell-research/article19678199.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-japan-sign-pact-on-stem-cell-research/article19678199.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-japan-sign-pact-on-stem-cell-research/article19678199.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

7 India has achieved remarkable    
successes in unmanned space    
missions including the   
Chandrayaan and Mars   
Orbitter Mission, but has not     
ventured into manned space    
mission, both in terms of     
technology and logistics?   
Explain critically 

 Indigenization of 
technology and 
developing new 

technology.  

Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
n_human_spaceflight_programm
e 
 
India Today: 
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/
gslv-mk-iii-gsat-19-launch-mann
ed-space-mission-soon/1/97133
0.html 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-in-school/manned-missi
on-to-the-moon/article18962857.
ece 
 
ISRO 2016-17 Report: 
https://www.isro.gov.in/sites/defa
ult/files/flipping_book/annualrepo
rt-eng-2017/files/assets/common
/downloads/Annual%20Report%
202016-17.pdf 
 
 

Manned Space Mission - One of the       
prime objectives mentioned by ISRO     
in its 2016-17 Annual Report 

8 Not many years ago, river     
linking was a concept but it is       
becoming reality in the    

Environmental 
impact assessment 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tec
h/energy-and-environment/neith
er-panna-nor-paani/article18194

Ken- Betwa river linking and other      
river linking projects in Andhra such as       
Krishna - Godawari interlinking were     
in news frequently  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_human_spaceflight_programme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_human_spaceflight_programme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_human_spaceflight_programme
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/gslv-mk-iii-gsat-19-launch-manned-space-mission-soon/1/971330.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/gslv-mk-iii-gsat-19-launch-manned-space-mission-soon/1/971330.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/gslv-mk-iii-gsat-19-launch-manned-space-mission-soon/1/971330.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/gslv-mk-iii-gsat-19-launch-manned-space-mission-soon/1/971330.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/manned-mission-to-the-moon/article18962857.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/manned-mission-to-the-moon/article18962857.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/manned-mission-to-the-moon/article18962857.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/manned-mission-to-the-moon/article18962857.ece
https://www.isro.gov.in/sites/default/files/flipping_book/annualreport-eng-2017/files/assets/common/downloads/Annual%20Report%202016-17.pdf
https://www.isro.gov.in/sites/default/files/flipping_book/annualreport-eng-2017/files/assets/common/downloads/Annual%20Report%202016-17.pdf
https://www.isro.gov.in/sites/default/files/flipping_book/annualreport-eng-2017/files/assets/common/downloads/Annual%20Report%202016-17.pdf
https://www.isro.gov.in/sites/default/files/flipping_book/annualreport-eng-2017/files/assets/common/downloads/Annual%20Report%202016-17.pdf
https://www.isro.gov.in/sites/default/files/flipping_book/annualreport-eng-2017/files/assets/common/downloads/Annual%20Report%202016-17.pdf
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/neither-panna-nor-paani/article18194723.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/neither-panna-nor-paani/article18194723.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/neither-panna-nor-paani/article18194723.ece


 

country. Discuss the   
advantages of river linking and     
its possible impact on the     
environment. 

723.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tec
h/energy-and-environment/how-t
o-drown-a-tiger/article18183135.
ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/ci
ties/Vijayawada/ap-will-be-the-la
nd-of-river-linkage/article174068
55.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/n
ational/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-p
roject-faces-new-hurdle/article16
989529.ece 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/neither-panna-nor-paani/article18194723.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/how-to-drown-a-tiger/article18183135.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/how-to-drown-a-tiger/article18183135.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/how-to-drown-a-tiger/article18183135.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/how-to-drown-a-tiger/article18183135.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/ap-will-be-the-land-of-river-linkage/article17406855.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/ap-will-be-the-land-of-river-linkage/article17406855.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/ap-will-be-the-land-of-river-linkage/article17406855.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/ap-will-be-the-land-of-river-linkage/article17406855.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-project-faces-new-hurdle/article16989529.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-project-faces-new-hurdle/article16989529.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-project-faces-new-hurdle/article16989529.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Ken-Betwa-river-linking-project-faces-new-hurdle/article16989529.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

9 Discuss the potential threats of     
Cyber attack and the security     
framework to prevent it. 

Internal security - 
Basics Of Cyber 

Security 

National Cyber Security Policy: 
http://164.100.94.102/writereadd
ata/files/downloads/National_cyb
er_security_policy-2013%281%2
9.pdf 
 
 

 

10 The north-eastern region of    
India has been infested with     
insurgency for a very long     
time. Analyze the major    
reasons for the survival of     
armed insurgency in this    
region. 

Linkages between 
development and 

spread of extremism 

Ministry Of Home Affairs: 
http://mha.nic.in/naxal_new 
 
 

News: 
16 CRPF personnel killed in North      
East India. 

11 One of the intended objectives     
of Union Budget 2017-18 is to      
‘transform, energize and clean    
India’. Analyse the measures    
proposed in the Budget    
2017-18 to achieve the    
objective. 

Government 
Budgeting 

The Hindu: 
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=
t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web
&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0a
hUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8K
HZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3
A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%
2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-
Triple-Agenda%2Farticle171468
55.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZRO
cd8o3_jKsW-xgr3 
 

 

http://164.100.94.102/writereaddata/files/downloads/National_cyber_security_policy-2013%281%29.pdf
http://164.100.94.102/writereaddata/files/downloads/National_cyber_security_policy-2013%281%29.pdf
http://164.100.94.102/writereaddata/files/downloads/National_cyber_security_policy-2013%281%29.pdf
http://164.100.94.102/writereaddata/files/downloads/National_cyber_security_policy-2013%281%29.pdf
http://mha.nic.in/naxal_new
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwja89HO05_XAhWBRo8KHZEeBl8QFgg4MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Fbusiness%2Fbudget%2FThe-Triple-Agenda%2Farticle17146855.ece&usg=AOvVaw22qQZROcd8o3_jKsW-xgr3


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

12 “Industrial growth rate has    
lagged behind in the overall     
growth of  
Gross-Domestic-Product(GDP) 
in the post-reform period” Give     
reasons. How far the recent     
changes is Industrial Policy are     
capable of increasing the    
industrial growth rate? 

Effects of 
liberalization on the 
economy, changes 
in industrial policy 

and their effects on 
industrial growth. 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/busine
ss/Industry/future-ready-industria
l-policy-to-be-delayed/article198
02673.ece 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 What are the salient features     
of ‘inclusive growth’? Has India     
been experiencing such a    
growth process? Analyze and    
suggest measures for inclusive    
growth. 

Inclusive growth and 
issues arising from it 

 Static Part -’’Inclusive growth”    
explicitly mentioned in Syllabus 

14 What are the major reasons for      
declining rice and wheat yield in      
the cropping system? How crop     
diversification is helpful to    
stabilize the yield of the crop in       
the system? (Answer in 250     

 Major crops 
cropping patterns in 
various parts of the 

country 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-in-school/climate-chang
e-south-india-may-face-a-decline
-in-rice-yield/article19291089.ec
e 
 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/future-ready-industrial-policy-to-be-delayed/article19802673.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/future-ready-industrial-policy-to-be-delayed/article19802673.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/future-ready-industrial-policy-to-be-delayed/article19802673.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/future-ready-industrial-policy-to-be-delayed/article19802673.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/climate-change-south-india-may-face-a-decline-in-rice-yield/article19291089.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/climate-change-south-india-may-face-a-decline-in-rice-yield/article19291089.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/climate-change-south-india-may-face-a-decline-in-rice-yield/article19291089.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/climate-change-south-india-may-face-a-decline-in-rice-yield/article19291089.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-in-school/climate-change-south-india-may-face-a-decline-in-rice-yield/article19291089.ece


 

words) 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

15 How do subsidies affect the     
cropping pattern, crop diversity    
and economy of farmers?    
What is the significance of     
crop insurance, minimum   
support price and food    
processing for small and    
marginal farmers? 

Issues related to 
direct and indirect 

farm subsidies and 
minimum support 

prices 

 Static Part -”Farm Subsidies” explicitly     
mentioned in Syllabus 

16 Give an account of the growth      
and development of nuclear    
science and technology in    
India. What is the advantage of      
fast breeder reactor   
programme in India? 

 Science and 
Technology- 

developments and 
their applications 

and effects in 
everyday life 

  

17 ‘Climate Change’ is a global     
problem. How India will be     
affected by climate change?    
How Himalayan and coastal    
states of India will be affected      

Conservation, 
environmental 
pollution and 
degradation, 

environmental 
impact assessment 

Down To Earth: 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/ne
ws/climate-changes-alter-height-
of-himalayan-range-30079 
 
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/ne
ws/smaller-himalayan-glaciers-m

 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-changes-alter-height-of-himalayan-range-30079
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-changes-alter-height-of-himalayan-range-30079
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-changes-alter-height-of-himalayan-range-30079
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/smaller-himalayan-glaciers-more-sensitive-to-climate-change-58571
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/smaller-himalayan-glaciers-more-sensitive-to-climate-change-58571


 

by climate change?  ore-sensitive-to-climate-change-
58571 
 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

18 On December 2004, tsumani    
brought havoc on 14 countries     
including India. Discuss the    
factors responsible for   
occurrence of Tsunami and its     
effects on life and economy. In      
the light of guidelines of NDMA      
(2010) describe the   
mechanisms for preparedness   
to reduce the risk during such      
events. 

Disaster and 
disaster 

management 

National Disaster Management   
Authority: 
 
http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/tsuna
mis-information.html 
 
http://www.ndma.gov.in/images/
guidelines/ndma%20guidelines-
%20management%20of%20tsun
amis.pdf 
 

Static: tsunami Mentioned Explicitly in     
Syllabus 

19 Mob violence is emerging as a      
serious law and order problem     
in India. By giving suitable     
examples, analyze the causes    
and consequences of such    
violence. 

 Role of external 
state and non-state 
actors in creating 

challenges to 
internal security  

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/its-time
-to-enact-an-anti-lynching-law/article1942142
4.ece 
 
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&
esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8
&ved=0ahUKEwjlvYHz4p_XAhUTUI8KHR3T
D4QQFgguMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.
thehindu.com%2Fopinion%2Fop-ed%2Fthe-
pathology-of-lynching%2Farticle19150641.ec
e&usg=AOvVaw1xIHmw0DjUs-elyBCoQtVy 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-org
anising-principle-of-lynch-mobs/article192052
56.ece 

Cow Vigilantism news were more     
commonly found in News 

http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/smaller-himalayan-glaciers-more-sensitive-to-climate-change-58571
http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/smaller-himalayan-glaciers-more-sensitive-to-climate-change-58571
http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/tsunamis-information.html
http://www.ndma.gov.in/en/tsunamis-information.html
http://www.ndma.gov.in/images/guidelines/ndma%20guidelines-%20management%20of%20tsunamis.pdf
http://www.ndma.gov.in/images/guidelines/ndma%20guidelines-%20management%20of%20tsunamis.pdf
http://www.ndma.gov.in/images/guidelines/ndma%20guidelines-%20management%20of%20tsunamis.pdf
http://www.ndma.gov.in/images/guidelines/ndma%20guidelines-%20management%20of%20tsunamis.pdf
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/its-time-to-enact-an-anti-lynching-law/article19421424.ece
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20 The scourge of terrorism is a      
grave challenge to national    
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you suggest to curb this     
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