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Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

1 “The local self government    
system in India has not     
proved to be effective    
instrument of governance”.   
Critically examine the   
statement and give your    
views to improve the    
situation.  (150 words)  

Union and states - 
devolution of 
powers and 

finances up to 
local levels and 

challenges therein 

Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loc
al_self-government_in_India 
 
2nd ARC Report 
http://arc.gov.in/6-1.pdft 
 

 

2 Critically examine the   
Supreme Court’s judgement   
on ‘National Judicial   
Appointments Commission  
Act, 2014’ with reference to     
appointment of judges of    
higher judiciary in India.    
(150 words) 

 

Functioning Of 
Judiciary 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/specials/in-d
epth/njac-vs-collegium-the-debate-dec
oded/article10050997.ece 
 
Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_J
udicial_Appointments_Commission 
 
PRS Legislative India: 
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-nat
ional-judicial-appointments-commissio
n-bill-2014-3359/ 
 
 

Supreme Court Judgement 
on NJAC 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_self-government_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_self-government_in_India
http://arc.gov.in/6-1.pdft
http://www.thehindu.com/specials/in-depth/njac-vs-collegium-the-debate-decoded/article10050997.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/specials/in-depth/njac-vs-collegium-the-debate-decoded/article10050997.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/specials/in-depth/njac-vs-collegium-the-debate-decoded/article10050997.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Judicial_Appointments_Commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Judicial_Appointments_Commission
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-national-judicial-appointments-commission-bill-2014-3359/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-national-judicial-appointments-commission-bill-2014-3359/
http://www.prsindia.org/billtrack/the-national-judicial-appointments-commission-bill-2014-3359/


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

3 ‘Simultaneous election to   
the Lok Sabha and the State      
Assemblies will limit the    
amount of time and money     
spent in electioneering but it     
will reduce the government’s    
accountability to the people’    
Discuss.  (150 words) 

Governance - 
Accountability 

PRS Legislative India: 
http://www.prsindia.org/administrat
or/uploads/general/1451885664_S
CR%20Summary-%20feasibility%
20of%20holding%20simultaneous
%20central%20and%20state%20e
lections.pdf 
 
The Wire: 
https://thewire.in/184565/election-c
ommission-says-will-ready-simulta
neous-lok-sabha-assembly-poll-se
ptember-2018/ 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/le
tters/simultaneous-elections/article
18348658.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/o
p-ed/Breaking-out-of-election-mod
e/article15422727.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/nati
onal/tamil-nadu/idea-of-simultaneo
us-elections-ridiculous/article1970
4828.ece 
Business Line: 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.c
om/opinion/columns/analysing-imp
act-of-simultaneous-polls/article95
22924.ece 
 
 

Simultaneous Elections topic 
was in talk during month of 
May; stirring up many 
discussions and debates in 
news. 

http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1451885664_SCR%20Summary-%20feasibility%20of%20holding%20simultaneous%20central%20and%20state%20elections.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1451885664_SCR%20Summary-%20feasibility%20of%20holding%20simultaneous%20central%20and%20state%20elections.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1451885664_SCR%20Summary-%20feasibility%20of%20holding%20simultaneous%20central%20and%20state%20elections.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1451885664_SCR%20Summary-%20feasibility%20of%20holding%20simultaneous%20central%20and%20state%20elections.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1451885664_SCR%20Summary-%20feasibility%20of%20holding%20simultaneous%20central%20and%20state%20elections.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/administrator/uploads/general/1451885664_SCR%20Summary-%20feasibility%20of%20holding%20simultaneous%20central%20and%20state%20elections.pdf
https://thewire.in/184565/election-commission-says-will-ready-simultaneous-lok-sabha-assembly-poll-september-2018/
https://thewire.in/184565/election-commission-says-will-ready-simultaneous-lok-sabha-assembly-poll-september-2018/
https://thewire.in/184565/election-commission-says-will-ready-simultaneous-lok-sabha-assembly-poll-september-2018/
https://thewire.in/184565/election-commission-says-will-ready-simultaneous-lok-sabha-assembly-poll-september-2018/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/simultaneous-elections/article18348658.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/simultaneous-elections/article18348658.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/simultaneous-elections/article18348658.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Breaking-out-of-election-mode/article15422727.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Breaking-out-of-election-mode/article15422727.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Breaking-out-of-election-mode/article15422727.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/idea-of-simultaneous-elections-ridiculous/article19704828.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/idea-of-simultaneous-elections-ridiculous/article19704828.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/idea-of-simultaneous-elections-ridiculous/article19704828.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/idea-of-simultaneous-elections-ridiculous/article19704828.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/analysing-impact-of-simultaneous-polls/article9522924.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/analysing-impact-of-simultaneous-polls/article9522924.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/analysing-impact-of-simultaneous-polls/article9522924.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/analysing-impact-of-simultaneous-polls/article9522924.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

4 How do pressure groups    
influence Indian political   
process? Do you agree with     
this view that informal    
pressure groups have   
emerged as powerful than    
formal pressure groups in    
recent years?  (150 words) 

pressure groups - 
role in the Polity 

 Direct Static Question 
 

5 Discuss the role of Public     
Accounts Committee in   
establishing accountability of   
the government to the    
people.  (150 words) 

Parliament - 
Conduct Of 
Business 

Parliamentofindia.nic.in: 
http://www.parliamentofindia.nic
.in/ls/intro/11.pdf 
 
Indian Express: 
http://indianexpress.com/article/
explained/pac-watchdog-for-go
vt-spending-panel-of-consensu
s-controversy-4468594/ 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/pac-needs-more-teeth-
and-transparency/article762637
2.ece 
 
 
 

Public Accounts  
Committee got importance   
in 2017 due to    
Demonetisation, debate  
overits ambit of CAG,    
appointment of new   
chairman-Mallikarjun 
kharge 

http://www.parliamentofindia.nic.in/ls/intro/11.pdf
http://www.parliamentofindia.nic.in/ls/intro/11.pdf
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pac-watchdog-for-govt-spending-panel-of-consensus-controversy-4468594/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pac-watchdog-for-govt-spending-panel-of-consensus-controversy-4468594/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pac-watchdog-for-govt-spending-panel-of-consensus-controversy-4468594/
http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pac-watchdog-for-govt-spending-panel-of-consensus-controversy-4468594/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pac-needs-more-teeth-and-transparency/article7626372.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pac-needs-more-teeth-and-transparency/article7626372.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pac-needs-more-teeth-and-transparency/article7626372.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pac-needs-more-teeth-and-transparency/article7626372.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

6 ‘To ensure effective   
implementation of policies   
addressing water, sanitation   
and hygiene needs, the    
identification of beneficiary   
segments is to be    
synchronized with the   
anticipated outcomes’  
Examine the statement in    
the context of the WASH     
scheme.  (150 words) 

 

 Government 
policies and 
interventions 

issues arising out 
of their design and 

implementation. 

Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WA
SH 
 
Unicef: 
http://unicef.in/Story/117/WASH
-in-Schools-in-India-A-Mission-t
o-Accomplish 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/op-ed/States-need-to-buck-up
/article16906629.ece 
 

 

7 Does the Rights of Persons     
with Disabilities Act, 2016    
ensure effective mechanism   
for empowerment and   
inclusion of the intended    
beneficiaries in the society?    
Discuss  (150 words) 

 Welfare schemes 
for vulnerable 
sections of the 

population by the 
Centre and States 
-  performance of 
these schemes 

PRS Legislative India: 
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/m
edia/Person%20with%20Disabilitie
s/Legislative%20Brief%20%20-%2
0Disabilities%202014.pdf 
 
Vikaspedia: 
http://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/d
ifferently-abled-welfare/rights-of-pe
rsons-with-disabilities-act-2016 
 
PIB: 
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelea
se.aspx?relid=155592 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/e

Rights of Persons with    
Disabilities Act passed   
by paliment 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WASH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WASH
http://unicef.in/Story/117/WASH-in-Schools-in-India-A-Mission-to-Accomplish
http://unicef.in/Story/117/WASH-in-Schools-in-India-A-Mission-to-Accomplish
http://unicef.in/Story/117/WASH-in-Schools-in-India-A-Mission-to-Accomplish
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/States-need-to-buck-up/article16906629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/States-need-to-buck-up/article16906629.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/States-need-to-buck-up/article16906629.ece
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Person%20with%20Disabilities/Legislative%20Brief%20%20-%20Disabilities%202014.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Person%20with%20Disabilities/Legislative%20Brief%20%20-%20Disabilities%202014.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Person%20with%20Disabilities/Legislative%20Brief%20%20-%20Disabilities%202014.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Person%20with%20Disabilities/Legislative%20Brief%20%20-%20Disabilities%202014.pdf
http://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/differently-abled-welfare/rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-act-2016
http://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/differently-abled-welfare/rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-act-2016
http://vikaspedia.in/social-welfare/differently-abled-welfare/rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-act-2016
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=155592
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=155592
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/A-law-for-equality/article16835180.ece


 

ditorial/A-law-for-equality/article16
835180.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-p
aper/tp-opinion/not-so-accessible-
after-all/article17464140.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-p
aper/tp-opinion/a-new-chapter-for-t
he-disabled/article18261894.ece 
 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

8 Hunger and Poverty are the     
biggest challenges for good    
governance in India still    
today. Evaluate how far    
successive governments  
have progressed in dealing    
with these humongous   
problems. Suggest  
measures for improvement.   
(150 words) 

 

 

 

Issues relating to 
poverty and 

hunger 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/today
s-paper/tp-opinion/masking-the-
flaws/article19298969.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/op-ed/Still-seriously-hungry-a
nd-poor/article16085454.ece 
 
 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/A-law-for-equality/article16835180.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/A-law-for-equality/article16835180.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/not-so-accessible-after-all/article17464140.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/not-so-accessible-after-all/article17464140.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/not-so-accessible-after-all/article17464140.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-new-chapter-for-the-disabled/article18261894.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-new-chapter-for-the-disabled/article18261894.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-new-chapter-for-the-disabled/article18261894.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/masking-the-flaws/article19298969.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/masking-the-flaws/article19298969.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/masking-the-flaws/article19298969.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Still-seriously-hungry-and-poor/article16085454.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Still-seriously-hungry-and-poor/article16085454.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Still-seriously-hungry-and-poor/article16085454.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

9 ‘China is using its economic     
relations and positive trade    
surplus as tools to develop     
potential military power   
status in Asia’, In the light of       
this statement, discuss its    
impact on India as her     
neighbor.  (150 words) 

Effect of policies 
and politics of 
developed and 

developing 
countries on 

India’s interests 

IDSA: 
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/do
klam-china-strategic-calculus-a
nd-india-policy-options_ggdwiv
edi_110817 
 
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/ch
ina-growing-military-ties-with-ne
pal_nrnayak_3 
 
The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/lead/understanding-the-chine
se-mind/article19595813.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/lead/lessons-from-doklam/arti
cle19582450.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/editorial/easing-the-rhetoric/ar
ticle19297284.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/editorial/off-the-road/article18
459388.ece 
 
Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi
na%E2%80%93India_relations 
 

Doklam Standoff between   
India china and china’s    
economic expansion with   
south asian countries   
through OBOR initiative has    
been bothering India for a     
longer period of time. 

https://idsa.in/idsacomments/doklam-china-strategic-calculus-and-india-policy-options_ggdwivedi_110817
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/doklam-china-strategic-calculus-and-india-policy-options_ggdwivedi_110817
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/doklam-china-strategic-calculus-and-india-policy-options_ggdwivedi_110817
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/doklam-china-strategic-calculus-and-india-policy-options_ggdwivedi_110817
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/china-growing-military-ties-with-nepal_nrnayak_3
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/china-growing-military-ties-with-nepal_nrnayak_3
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/china-growing-military-ties-with-nepal_nrnayak_3
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/understanding-the-chinese-mind/article19595813.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/understanding-the-chinese-mind/article19595813.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/understanding-the-chinese-mind/article19595813.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/lessons-from-doklam/article19582450.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/lessons-from-doklam/article19582450.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/lessons-from-doklam/article19582450.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/easing-the-rhetoric/article19297284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/easing-the-rhetoric/article19297284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/easing-the-rhetoric/article19297284.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/off-the-road/article18459388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/off-the-road/article18459388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/off-the-road/article18459388.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93India_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China%E2%80%93India_relations


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

10 What are the main functions     
of the United Nations    
Economic and Social   
Council (ECOSOC)? Explain   
different functional  
commissions attached to it.    
(150 words) 

Important 
International 
institutions - 

mandate 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/inte
rnational/india-wins-elections-to-tw
o-un-subsidiary-bodies/article1818
1388.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/nati
onal/india-elected-to-four-key-subs
idiary-bodies-of-un/article7084318.
ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-p
aper/tp-opinion/aid-from-india-comi
ng-to-a-country-near-you/article38
60348.ece 
 
Hindustan Times: 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/wo
rld-news/india-re-elected-to-un-bo
dy-on-economic-social-issues-paki
stan-loses-out/story-uVNaeMCETs
xawLCG7U2QmM.html 
 
The Wire: 
https://thewire.in/148228/india-win
s-re-election-un-organ-economic-s
ocial-issues/ 
 
Wikipedia: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United
_Nations_Economic_and_Social_
Council 
 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-wins-elections-to-two-un-subsidiary-bodies/article18181388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-wins-elections-to-two-un-subsidiary-bodies/article18181388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-wins-elections-to-two-un-subsidiary-bodies/article18181388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-wins-elections-to-two-un-subsidiary-bodies/article18181388.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-elected-to-four-key-subsidiary-bodies-of-un/article7084318.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-elected-to-four-key-subsidiary-bodies-of-un/article7084318.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-elected-to-four-key-subsidiary-bodies-of-un/article7084318.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-elected-to-four-key-subsidiary-bodies-of-un/article7084318.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/aid-from-india-coming-to-a-country-near-you/article3860348.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/aid-from-india-coming-to-a-country-near-you/article3860348.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/aid-from-india-coming-to-a-country-near-you/article3860348.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/aid-from-india-coming-to-a-country-near-you/article3860348.ece
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-re-elected-to-un-body-on-economic-social-issues-pakistan-loses-out/story-uVNaeMCETsxawLCG7U2QmM.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-re-elected-to-un-body-on-economic-social-issues-pakistan-loses-out/story-uVNaeMCETsxawLCG7U2QmM.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-re-elected-to-un-body-on-economic-social-issues-pakistan-loses-out/story-uVNaeMCETsxawLCG7U2QmM.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-re-elected-to-un-body-on-economic-social-issues-pakistan-loses-out/story-uVNaeMCETsxawLCG7U2QmM.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/india-re-elected-to-un-body-on-economic-social-issues-pakistan-loses-out/story-uVNaeMCETsxawLCG7U2QmM.html
https://thewire.in/148228/india-wins-re-election-un-organ-economic-social-issues/
https://thewire.in/148228/india-wins-re-election-un-organ-economic-social-issues/
https://thewire.in/148228/india-wins-re-election-un-organ-economic-social-issues/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Economic_and_Social_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Economic_and_Social_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Economic_and_Social_Council


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

11 Explain the salient features    
of the constitution(One   
Hundred and First   
Amendment) Act, 2016. Do    
you think it is efficacious     
enough ‘to remove   
cascading effect of taxes    
and provide for common    
national market for goods    
and services’? (250 words) 
 

Indian 
Constituition - 
Amendments 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/lead/taxing-times-for-the-state
s/article19346974.ece 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On
e_Hundred_and_First_Amend
ment_of_the_Constitution_of_I
ndia 
 
PRS Legislature: 
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads
/media/GST,%202017/GST%2
0Bills-%20Issues%20for%20Co
nsideration.pdf 
 
 

 

12 Examine the scope of    
Fundamental Rights in the    
light of the latest judgement     
of the Supreme Court on     
Right to Privacy. (250    
words) 

Indian 
Constituition - 

Significant 
Provisions 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/privacy-is-a-fundament
al-right-under-article-21-rules-s
upreme-court/article19551224.
ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/editorial/citizen-vs-state/articl
e19555383.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/right-to-privacy-the-imp

Supreme court’s verdict on    
privacy as a fundamental    
right. 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/taxing-times-for-the-states/article19346974.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/taxing-times-for-the-states/article19346974.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/taxing-times-for-the-states/article19346974.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Hundred_and_First_Amendment_of_the_Constitution_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Hundred_and_First_Amendment_of_the_Constitution_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Hundred_and_First_Amendment_of_the_Constitution_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Hundred_and_First_Amendment_of_the_Constitution_of_India
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/GST,%202017/GST%20Bills-%20Issues%20for%20Consideration.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/GST,%202017/GST%20Bills-%20Issues%20for%20Consideration.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/GST,%202017/GST%20Bills-%20Issues%20for%20Consideration.pdf
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http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/right-to-privacy-the-impact-of-the-privacy-verdict-on-the-common-man/article19551786.ece


 

act-of-the-privacy-verdict-on-th
e-common-man/article1955178
6.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/the-lowdown-on-the-rig
ht-to-privacy/article19386366.e
ce 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/today
s-paper/tp-opinion/naming-a-rig
ht/article19505839.ece 
 
Lawersclubindia: 
http://www.lawyersclubindia.co
m/articles/Right-to-Privacy-Wha
t-you-need-to-know--8348.asp 
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Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

13 The Indian Constitution has    
provisions for holding joint    
session of the two houses of      
the Parliament. Enumerate   
the occasions when this    
would normally happen and    
also the occasions when it     
cannot, with reasons   
thereof. (250 words) 

Parliament - 
Functioning 

Books to refer: 
1. The parliament - 

subash Kashyap 
2. Indian Polity- 

Lakshmikanth 

Static portion 

14 To enhance the quality of     
democracy in India the    
Election Commission of   
India has proposed electoral    
reforms in 2016. What are     
the suggested reforms and    
how far are they significant     
to make democracy   
successful? (250 words) 

 

Responsibilities of 
various 

Constitutional 
Bodies. 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/centre-promises-electi
on-reforms/article18117793.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/editorial/unwise-proposal/artic
le19050126.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/today
s-paper/tp-opinion/reforming-fu
nding-of-polls-and-parties/articl
e17420122.ece 

Election Commission’s  
decision on Conducting   
simultaneous elections to   
Parliament and State 

15 Is the National Commission    
for Women able to    
strategize and tackle the    

Institutions and 
Bodies constituted 
for the protection 
and betterment of 

Official Site: 
http://ncw.nic.in/ 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio

Effectiveness of the National    
Commission for Women   
(NCW) has been questioned,    
First male member appointed    

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-promises-election-reforms/article18117793.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-promises-election-reforms/article18117793.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/centre-promises-election-reforms/article18117793.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/unwise-proposal/article19050126.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/unwise-proposal/article19050126.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/unwise-proposal/article19050126.ece
http://ncw.nic.in/
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/the-way-ahead-for-women/article3844147.ece


 

problems that women face    
at both public and private     
spheres? Give reasons in    
support of your answer. (250     
words) 

these vulnerable 
sections. 

n/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/th
e-way-ahead-for-women/article
3844147.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/alok-rawat-first-male-m
ember-of-ncw/article7788283.e
ce 

as its chairman, NCW’s    
views on triple talaq were     
widely discussed 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

16 ‘The emergence of Self Help     
Groups(SHGs) in  
contemporary times points   
to the slow but steady     
withdrawal of the state from     
developmental activities’.  
Examine the role of the     
SHGs in developmental   
activities and the measures    
taken by the Government of     
India to promote the SHGs.     
(250 words) 

 
 
 
 
 

The role of SHGs  Static part 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/the-way-ahead-for-women/article3844147.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/the-way-ahead-for-women/article3844147.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/columns/Kalpana_Sharma/the-way-ahead-for-women/article3844147.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

17 ‘Poverty Alleviation  
Programmes in India remain    
mere show pieces until and     
unless they are backed by     
political will’. Discuss with    
reference to the   
performance of the major    
poverty alleviation  
programmes in India. (250    
words) 

Welfare schemes 
for vulnerable 
sections of the 

population by the 
Centre and States 

and the 
performance of 
these schemes 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/op-ed/The-rediscovery-of-urb
an-India/article16978941.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/busin
ess/budget/Universal-Basic-Inc
ome-alternative-to-State-subsid
ies-for-poverty-alleviation-Econ
omic-Survey/article17122905.e
ce 

Evergreen topic 

18 Initially Civil Services in    
India were designed to    
achieve the goals of    
neutrality and effectiveness,   
which seems to be lacking in      
the present context. Do you     
agree with the view that     
drastic reforms are required    
in Civil Services. Comment    
(250 words) 

 
 
 

Role of civil 
services in a 
democracy. 

 Static part with analyical    
approach. 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/The-rediscovery-of-urban-India/article16978941.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/The-rediscovery-of-urban-India/article16978941.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/The-rediscovery-of-urban-India/article16978941.ece


 

Q.No Question Syllabus Topic Source Analysis 

19 The question of India’s    
Energy Security constitutes   
the most important part of     
India’s economic progress.   
Analyze India’s energy   
policy cooperation with West    
Asian Countries. (250   
words) 

 Effect of policies 
of developed and 

developing 
countries on 

India’s interests 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/op-ed/Bridging-the-Gulf/articl
e17089302.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/today
s-paper/tp-opinion/Challenges-f
or-Indian-foreign-policy/article1
6630924.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/today
s-paper/tp-opinion/Challenges-f
or-Indian-foreign-policy/article1
6630924.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/op-ed/powering-aspirational-i
ndia/article19589328.ece 
 
 
 

Draft energy policy 2017    
released by NITI Aayog    
reiterated importance of   
co-opertaion with west Asian    
countries. 

20 Indian Diaspora has an    
important role to play in     
South-East Asian countries’   
economy and society. Appraise    
the role of Indian Diaspora in      
South- East Asia in this context      
(250 words) 

Effect of policies 
and politics of 
developed and 

developing 
countries on 

Indian diaspora. 
 

 

The Hindu: 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/lead/Revisiting-a-passage-fro
m-India/article17009401.ece 
 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinio
n/lead/redrawing-the-arc-of-infl
uence/article19511491.ece 
 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Bridging-the-Gulf/article17089302.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Bridging-the-Gulf/article17089302.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/Bridging-the-Gulf/article17089302.ece
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http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/Challenges-for-Indian-foreign-policy/article16630924.ece
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http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/powering-aspirational-india/article19589328.ece
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http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/Revisiting-a-passage-from-India/article17009401.ece
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