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TO READ PIB LINKS: 

 
1. http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=173112 [No Indian should fall 

prey to the hideous design of vested interests and anti-India proponents: Vice 
President Delivers first Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture] – Paper 4 

2. http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=173115 Delegation led by 
Minister of Interior of the Kingdom of Morocco meets Indian delegation led by 

MoS (Home) Shri Kiren Rijiju – Paper 2 
 

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat – Paper 1/ Essay  
Background : 

India is a unique nation, whose fabric has been woven by diverse linguistic, cultural and religious threads , held 

together into a composite national identity by a rich history of cultural evolution, coupled with a rousing 

freedom struggle that was built around the tenets of non-violence and justice. The spirit of mutual understanding 

amidst a shared history has enabled a special unity in diversity , which stands out as a tall flame of nationhood 

that needs to be nourished and cherished into the future. 

Time and technology have narrowed down distances in terms of connect and communication. In an era that 

facilitates mobility and outreach, it is important to establish cultural exchanges between people of different 

regions, as a means to further human bonding and a common approach to nation-building. Mutual understanding 

and trust are the foundations of India's strength and all citizens should feel culturally integrated in all corners of 

India. Students from the north-east, for example, should not feel like 'strangers in a strange land' when they 

arrive in Delhi. 

The idea of a sustained and structured cultural connect between denizens of different regions was mooted by 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi during the Rashtriya Ekta Divas held on 31st October, 2015, to 

commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Hon’ble Prime Minister propounded that 

cultural diversity is a joy that ought to be celebrated through mutual interaction & reciprocity between people of 

different States and UTs so that a common spirit of understanding resonates throughout the country. Every State 

and UT in the country would be paired with another State/UT for a year, during which they would carry out a 

structured engagement with one another in the spheres of language, literature, cuisine, festivals, cultural events, 

tourism etc. For example, Andhra Pradesh is paired with Punjab for the year 2017. During the year, Punjabis 

would attempt to learn key words in Telugu , a few Telugu books would be translated into Punjabi & vice-versa, 

Andhraites would hold food festivals offering Punjabi dishes, Punjabis would perform Andhra folk dances, 

while Andhraites would perform Bhangra at staged events etc. This pattern of cultural adoption of the partner 

State/UT would be followed by all States and UTs . 

All the 36 States/UTs in India have been paired for an entire year. The paired States/UTs would sign MoUs with 

each other, delineating a set of activities that they would carry out through the year. An activity calendar for 
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each pair would be prepared through mutual consultation , paving the way for a year long process of mutual 

engagement. Such interaction between different segments of the population of each pair of States /UTs at the 

cultural level, would generate the vibrance of understanding & appreciation amongst the people and forge 

mutual bonding, thus securing an enriched value system of unity in the nation. 
 

Objectives of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat : 

The broad objectives of the initiative are as follows 

i. To CELEBRATE the Unity in Diversity of our Nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric of 

traditionally existing emotional bonds between the people of our Country; 

ii. To PROMOTE the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement between all 

Indian States and Union Territories through a year-long planned engagement between States; 

iii. To SHOWCASE the rich heritage and culture, customs and traditions of either State for enabling people to 

understand and appreciate the diversity that is India, thus fostering a sense of common identity 

iv. TO ESTABLISH long-term engagements and, 

v. TO CREATE an environment which promotes learning between States by sharing best practices and 

experiences. 
 

Key Themes for Interaction: 

 To celebrate the idea of India as a nation wherein different cultural units across varied geographies 
coalesce and interact with each other, this glorious manifestation of diverse cuisine, music, dance, theatre, 
movies & films, handicrafts, sports, literature, festivals, painting, sculpture etc. will enable people to imbibe 
the innate chord of binding and brotherhood. 

 To make our people aware about the seamless integral hull of the Modern Indian State spread across a 
vast landmass on whose firm foundations, the geo-political strength of the country is ensured to benefit one 
and all. 

 To impress upon people at large about the increasing inter-connectedness between the constituents of 
various cultures and traditions, which is so vital for the spirit of nation building. 

 To induce a sense of responsibility & ownership for the nation as a whole through these close cross-
cultural interactions as it intends to build up the inter-dependence matrix unequivocally. 

 

Implementation Strategy/Methodology: 

The EK Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Engagement Matrix between States and UTs for the First year would be as 

follows: 
 Jammu & Kashmir : Tamil Nadu 

 Punjab : Andhra Pradesh 



GN – 31.10.2017                                                                                                                                      
_____________________________________ 

 

 Himachal Pradesh : Kerala 

 Uttarakhand : Karnataka 

 Haryana :Telangana 

 Rajasthan : West Bengal 

 Gujarat : Chhattisgarh 

 Maharashtra :Odisha 

 Goa : Jharkhand 

 Delhi : Sikkim & Assam 

 Madhya Pradesh : Manipur & Nagaland 

 Uttar Pradesh : Arunachal Pradesh & Meghalaya 

 Bihar : Tripura & Mizoram 

 Chandigarh : Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

 Puducherry : Daman & Diu 

 Lakshadweep : Andaman & Nicobar 
 

Paper4: Values, Ethics, Moral Thinkers Contributions to India and World 
Invaluable contribution of Sardar Patel in building a modern and unified India needs 

to be remembered by every Indian:Vice President   

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that the invaluable contribution of 
Sardar Patel in building a modern and unified India needs to be remembered by every Indian as the 
country marches ahead as one of the largest economies in the world.   
The Vice President said that Sardar Patel was a selfless leader, who placed the country’s interests 
above everything else and shaped India’s destiny with single-minded devotion. He further said that in a 
truly masterful display of statesmanship, Sardar Patel ensured a smooth integration of the troubled 
domains by not allowing the situation to deteriorate into civil unrest.  
Points to be taken as an Administrator: 
 
There was neither bloodshed nor any kind of rebellion as he went about the task of building a strong 
India with a missionary zeal, he added. 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had said, ‘History will call him the builder and consolidator of new India’.  
He further quoted Mahatma Gandhi as saying, 'Many were prepared to follow me, but I could not 
make up my mind as to who should be my deputy commander.  
 
Then I thought of Vallabhbhai'. Sardar Patel was not only an organizer par excellence but also turned 
out to be a people’s leader, he added. 
  
Following is the text of Vice President’s address: 
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 Sardar Patel, the architect and unifier of modern India, was not only a close associate of Mahatma 
Gandhi but also his ardent follower.  
 
Patel was a selfless leader, who placed the country’s interests above everything else and shaped India’s 
destiny with single-minded devotion. 
  
He fashioned the country’s political integration with the swiftness of a military commander and 
deftness of a visionary leader.   
  
Displaying the vision of a statesman, tact, diplomacy and pragmatic approach, he prevented the 
balkanization of the country and ensured the merger of more than 560 princely States with the Union 
of India at a critical and most turbulent period in the history of the country.  

 
What makes this stupendous integration most remarkable is that it was achieved without any 

bloodshed. 
  
It indeed was a herculean task to bring the rulers of different princely States on board. Adopting 
different approaches as warranted by the situation, he gave friendly advice in some cases, persuaded 
the rulers to see reason in others and even used force as in the case of Hyderabad.  
 
What is most remarkable is the fact that Sardar Patel achieved a unified India when the rulers of the 
princely States were given the option of joining either India or Pakistan or remaining independent. 
 
  
After securing the accession of Junagarh, he ensured the liberation and integration of 
Hyderabad State with rest of India in a deft and swift action codenamed ‘Operation Polo’. The 
police action ended in just four days on September 18, 1948. Every year, September 17 is being 
celebrated as ‘Hyderabad Liberation Day’ in Telangana and parts Maharashtra and 
Karnataka.  
  
In a truly masterful display of statesmanship, Sardar Patel ensured a smooth integration of the troubled 
domains by not allowing the situation to deteriorate into civil unrest. There was neither bloodshed nor 
any kind of rebellion as he went about the task of building a strong India with a missionary zeal. 
  
Undoubtedly, there is no parallel in modern history to what was achieved by him. Acknowledging the 
monumental contribution of Patel in nation building, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had this to say: ‘History 
will call him the builder and consolidator of new India’. 
  
After he came under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi, he became his lieutenant and was chosen 
to lead Kheda satyagraha. He switched over to Indian attire and later embraced khadi.  His 
biggest asset was his down-to-earth disposition.  
  
'Many were prepared to follow me, but I could not make up my mind as to who should be my 
deputy commander. Then I thought of Vallabhbhai' said Gandhiji. Sardar Patel was not only an 
organizer par excellence but also turned out to be a people’s leader. He earned the title of ‘Sardar’ after 
he spearheaded peasant’s no-tax campaign at Bardoli in Gujarat. 
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He also led the relief and rehabilitation operations from the front when Gujarat was ravaged by floods 
and worked tirelessly during plague outbreak in Ahmedabad. 
  
While he became immensely popular and had earned the title of Sardar after Bardoli campaign, Patel 
played a major role Salt Satyagraha and was imprisoned with other leaders. During Quit India 
Movement also, he went around the country giving stirring speeches and was again jailed. 
  
Although, Sardar Patel differed with Gandhiji on certain issues, he always remained loyal to him. 
Following Gandhiji’s assassination, he said: “I claim to be nothing more than an obedient soldier of 
him like the millions who obeyed his call. There was a time when everyone used to call me his 
blind follower. But, both he and I knew that I followed him because our convictions tallied”. 
  
His vision for a unified India also saw the creation of All India Administrative Services which he 
described as the ‘Steel Frame’. His exhortation to the probationers to maintain utmost impartiality 
and incorruptibility of administration is as relevant today as it was then. 
  
“We have to shed mutual bickering, shed the difference of being high or low, develop a sense of 
equality and banish untouchability. We have to restore the conditions of Swaraj prevalent prior to 
British rule. We have to live like children of the same father, these words of Sardar Patel during the 
Quit India Movement continue to inspire us. 
  
Following his death, ‘The Manchester Guardian’ wrote: “Patel was not only the organiser of the fight 
for freedom but also the architect of the new State when the fight was over. The same man is seldom 
successful as a rebel and a statesman. Sardar Patel was the exception”. 
  

Paper 3 - India emerging as a leader among milk producing nations 
 Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister said India is emerging as a leader among 

milk producing nations at Pashu Arogya Mela in Semwapur, Motihari. India produces 163.7 million 
tonne milk in 2016-17 worth over Rs.4 lakh crore.  There are 19 crore cattle in the country, which 
amounts to 14% of the total cattle population of the world. 
Rashtriya Gokul Mission: 

 Rashtriya Gokul Mission, 2014 is a focussed project under National Programme for Bovine 
Breeding and Dairy Development. 

 It’s objective is to conserve and propagate indigenous breeds in an organized and scientific 
manner. 

 
Paper 2 : IR - Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni visit to India 

 
Background: 

 The period from 2012 to 2016 marked a difficult bilateral phase as the marines issue- fatal 
shootings of two Indian fishermen in 2012 by Italian marines became a national debate in Italy. 

 The case is now with the International Court of Justice is expected to be completed by 2018. 
India’s global push for the Nuclear Suppliers Group membership and bilateral trade are likely 
to be on the agenda 

 Italy’s support for India’s candidature at the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) in 
2016 
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 Italian support at the FATF (Financial Action Task Force) meeting that begins on Monday in 
Buenos Aires, where India has been pushing for stringent measures against Pakistan on terror 
funding issues. 

Positive Implications: 
Italian supportive role in the EU and NSG will help our cause with the EU-India FTA (Free 
Trade Agreement) and our bid for NSG membership 
 

 
Paper 3 – S & Tech; Environment 

 Scientists have developed a novel vaccine candidate that may prevent HIV infection by 
stimulating an immune response against sugars that form a protective shield around the virus.The 
protein fragment of the vaccine candidate comes from gp120, a protein that covers HIV like a 
protective envelope. A sugar shield covers the gp120 envelope, bolstering HIV’s defences. The 
rare HIV-infected individuals who can keep the virus at bay without medication typically have 
antibodies that attack gp120. 
 
 Scientists have developed a novel smartphone-based portable ultrasound machine that can help 
detect cancer easily at home. The machine called Butterfly IQ is a pocket-sized ultrasound device, 
which is the size and shape of an electric razor. works by shooting sound waves into the body and 
capturing the echoes. 
 
 The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has announced that India will host next 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 
Conference of Parties 13 (CMS COP13) in year 2020. CMS COP is also known as a Global 
Wildlife Conference. The announcement was made during 12th Meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties 12 (COP12) to CMS held in Manila, Philippines in October 2017 
 
Paper 3: PM hails India’s historic jump in 'Ease of Doing Business' rankings 
 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has hailed India’s historic jump of 30 ranks in the 

World Bank’s Doing Business Report, 2018 released today. India’s rank has risen to 100 in the 
latest report compared to 130 in the Doing Business Report, 2017.  

 While terming the improvement in the rankings as historic, the Prime Minister in a series of 
tweets, said that the jump is the outcome of the all-round and multi-sectoral reform push of 
Team India.  

 “Historic jump in ‘Ease of Doing Business’ rankings is the outcome of the all-round & multi-
sectoral reform push of Team India.  

 


