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Paper 2: Indian and neighbour relations;  Effect of policies and politics of developed and 

developing countries 
 

INS Sukanya at Indonesia for Coordinated Patrol of IMBL  

Introduction: In pursuance with India’s ‘Act East Policy’, Indian Naval Ship Sukanya under 
the command of Commander SA Deodhar, NM arrived at Belawan Indonesia this morning to 
participate in the 30th edition of CORPAT (Coordinated Patrol) and 3rd Bilateral exercise 
between the Indian Navy and the Indonesian Navy.  

Aim of the exercise: The exercise is aimed to foster closer maritime ties with countries 
located on the rim of the Indian Ocean. The aim of the CORPAT is to enhance mutual 
understanding and inter-operability between the navies, prosecute vessels involved in 
unlawful activities, conduct SAR and take measures against Sea Pollution. 

Act East Policy:  

1. Act East policy. Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi the new 
government of India has made its relations with EastAsian neighbours a 
foreign policy priority at a time when the United States has engaged in a "pivot to 
Asia". 

2. India's Act East Policy focusses on the extended neighbourhood in the Asia-
Pacific region. The policy which was originally conceived as an economic 
initiative, has gained political, strategic and cultural dimensions including 
establishment of institutional mechanisms for dialogue and cooperation. 

3. India has upgraded its relations to strategic partnership with Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Japan, Republic of Korea (ROK), Australia, Singapore and Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and forged close ties with all countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

Overview of the exercise: 

 The upcoming bi-lateral exercise CORPAT scheduled from 24 Oct – 05 Nov 17 is 
a demonstration of India’s commitment to its ties with Indonesia and to the 
maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region. The two navies have been carrying 
out Coordinated Patrols (CORPAT) on respective sides of the International 
Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) twice a year since 2002.  

 Defence relations between India and Indonesia have been growing steadily with 
regular joint activities and interactions between the armed forces of the two 
countries.   

 As part of the Indian Government’s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for 
All in the Region), the Indian Navy has also been involved in assisting countries 
in the Indian Ocean Region with EEZ surveillance, Search and Rescue and other 
capability enhancement activities. 

 During the stay at Port Belawan, various activities such as official calls, formal 
reception on board ship, ship open to visitors, guided tours for Indian naval 
personnel and professional interaction between naval personnel of both the nations 
have been planned. 
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Paper 2 Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors 
and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 
SAATHI (Sustainable and Accelerated Adoption of efficient Textile technologies to 
Help small Industries) 

 Ministries of Power and Textiles have joined hands under a new initiative 
SAATHI 

 Under this initiative, Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), a public sector 
entity under the administrative control of Ministry of Power, would procure 
energy efficient Powerlooms, motors and Rapier kits in bulk and provide them to 
the small and medium Powerloom units at no upfront cost. 

 The SAATHI initiative of the Government will be jointly implemented by EESL 
and the office of the Textile Commissioner on a pan-India basis. 

 To kick start the implementation, cluster wise demonstration projects and 
workshops will be organized in key clusters such as Erode, Surat, Ichalkaranji, 
etc. 

Advantages 

 The use of these efficient equipment would result in energy savings and cost 
savings to the unit owner and he would repay in installments to EESL over a 4 to 
5 year period. 

 The aggregation of demand and bulk procurement will also lead to reduction in 
capital cost, benefits of which will be passed on to the Powerloom units so that 
their repayment amount and period would reduce. 

 
Paper 3: Agriculture 

Olive Research and Development in India 

 Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat inaugurated two days olive workshop on “Olive 
Research and Development in India” organized by Oilseeds Division, Department 
of Agriculture and Corporation & Farmers Welfare and ICAR-Central Institute of 
Temperate Horticulture Srinagar from October 24-25, 2017, in Srinagar 

India and Olive production 

 Olive is a small tree of the oleaceae family and is native to the coastal areas of 
eastern Mediterranean (Italy and Spain), northern Iraq and northern Iran south of 
the Caspian Sea. Its fruit adorns salads, but is used primarily to extract olive oil, 
one of the most expensive cooking oils. 

 India had little to do with olive cultivation. All the olive oil India needed to use on 
salads, or to fry, bake and grill, was imported. 

 In 2007, however, the Mediterranean plant finally travelled to Rajasthan. 
 Major Production states of olives in India include Rajasthan, UP, Himachal 

Pradesh and J&k 
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Paper 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, 

growth, development and employment. 
 

Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK) 
 Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK) is a dedicated fund for critical safety-

related works. 
 In Budget 2017-18, Ministry had announced the setting up a special safety fund 

with a corpus of more than Rs. 1 lakh crore over a period of five years. Finance 
Ministry would contribute Rs. 15,000 crore annually towards the fund, the 
Ministry of Railways would fund the balance Rs. 5,000 crore every year. 

 Finance Ministry advised the Ministry of Railways to prioritise deploying RRSK 
funds on areas that reduce chances of human error and ensure training of safety 
staff. 

Significance: 
 Safety measures taken on Indian Railways is a continuous process which envisage 

accident prevention and mitigation directed towards continuous reduction in risk 
level to its customers. 

 This is done by adopting new technologies and bringing improvement in asset 
reliability to reduce human dependency. For example- Train Protection Warning 
System (TPWS)/ Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) to prevent accident 
due to over speeding and passing signal at danger etc. RRSK funding is essential 
for carrying such safety works 
 

 Paper 2: International institutions 
 

PM greets UN on United Nations Day 
 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has conveyed his greetings to the UN on 

United Nations Day. 
United Nations Day 

 UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. 
With the ratification of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, 
including the five permanent members of the Security Council, the United Nations 
officially came into being. 

 24 October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948. In 1971, the 
United Nations General Assembly recommended that the day be observed by 
Member States as a public holiday. 
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Paper 3 – Science and Technology: The Hindu 
 

Floating food may turn culinary fad 
 Restaurants could soon have food floating straight into your mouth, as scientists 

have developed a technique that can levitate tiny amounts of eatables using sound 
waves. 

 Researchers from University of Sussex in the UK discovered how to tune high 
frequency sound waves to make almost any foodstuff float — provided that it was 
no bigger than a pea. Acoustic levitation works by creating a powerful “standing 
wave” of sound. This can trap objects in a kind of cage of sound waves. 

Acoustic levitation 
It is a method for suspending matter in a medium by using acoustic radiation 
pressure from intense sound waves in the medium. Acoustic levitation is desirable 
because, unlike magnetic levitation, it can be used on any object — not just 
materials and liquids that are magnetic 
  
 
 

Paper 4: Emotional Intelligence – use in administration;  Attitude- Persuasion 
 

Reality Distortion Field: 
 This refers to the phenomenon where an individual is able to convince people 

around him of the possibility of successfully completing tasks that look 
impossible at first sight.  

 The term was used by Bud Tribble, an employee at the technology company 
Apple, to describe the attitude of the company’s co-founder Steve Jobs who used 
his persistence and skills of persuasion to push his employees to carry out difficult 
tasks with tight deadlines.  

 In a sense, by projecting hard things to look easy and attainable, Jobs tricked his 
employees into believing that difficult tasks could actually be completed 
successfully according to the plans of their demanding boss. 

 
 
Glance News (PIB, The Hindu) 
 

 “Paryatan Parv”, a nation-wide celebration of Tourism(21 day programme) was 
organized by Ministry of Tourism in collaboration with other Central Ministries, State 
Governments and Stakeholders. It’s objective is to draw focus on the benefits of 
tourism, showcasing nation’s cultural diversity and reinforcing the principle of 
“Tourism for All”. 

 
 ‘Paika Bidroha’ (Paika rebellion) of 1817 to be named first war of Indian 

Independence. Paikas were peasant militia under the Gajapati rulers of Odisha. They 
rebelled against the British rule under the leadership of Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Bidyadhara. 

 


